https://www.eejournals.org/ Open Access 


Fostering Creativity in the Classroom: Innovative 
Teaching Methods 


Kunle Ashirafu Masudi 


Faculty of Education, Kampala International University, Uganda 


ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the critical role of creativity in education and examines how innovative teaching 
methods can effectively foster creativity in the classroom. Creativity, defined as the ability to generate 
novel and valuable ideas, is a multifaceted construct influenced by various factors, including the 
educational environment. The paper discusses the importance of creativity in education, different types of 
creativity, and the benefits of a creativity-focused learning environment. It also presents a range of 
innovative teaching strategies, such as the use of visual stimuli, brainstorming, and project-based 
learning, to cultivate creative thinking in students. Additionally, case studies and best practices from 
educators who have successfully implemented creative teaching methods are highlighted to provide 
practical insights for educators aiming to enhance creativity in their classrooms. The paper concludes by 
emphasizing the need for ongoing exploration and adoption of creative instructional techniques to 
prepare students for the challenges of the modern world. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The concept of creativity has gained unprecedented attention in the past decade among people from 
various disciplines, including education, psychology, neuroscience, design, and art. Creativity has been 
generally understood as new, original ideas or products that are useful or valuable, and it is 
conceptualised in different ways. It is conceived as a personality attribute, as some personalities are more 
creative than others, or as an individual ability, as some people are more gifted in creative thinking than 
others. Creativity is also believed to be an outcome or end product, such as a piece of creative writing, an 
innovative product design, or an artistic painting. However, the relationship between creativity and 
education has remained rather vague. Some people believe schools are not good places for nurturing 
creativity, while others think schools are particularly good places for helping each child develop his or her 
creative potential. There are questions about whether creativity can be taught, and attitudes towards it 
are still profoundly different among individuals [1, 2, 3]. Creativity in education encompasses various 
aspects. First of all, it is important to understand what creativity is before exploring its implications for 
education and what schools can do regarding it. Various factors, such as environment, culture, family 
upbringing, and educational background, influence creativity. The most crucial questions for educators 
are whether these factors are controllable and how schools can assist children in becoming more creative. 
For teachers to be effective in the classroom when facilitating opportunities for learning and expressions 
of creativity, they need to understand how creativity can be nurtured. Some teachers are born to be 
creative, while others have more difficulties with this area. It is also worth discussing what constitutes a 
“good” or “creative” education, as contrasting views on education and creativity may lead to inappropriate 
practices [4, 5]. 
THE IMPORTANCE OF FOSTERING CREATIVITY IN THE CLASSROOM 

Creativity is perceived as a valuable construct in education. Numerous research studies have underscored 
creativity as an essential element of curriculum and learning. In recent decades, there has been a 
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concerted effort from government policy and curriculum designers across the globe in advocating for 
creativity in education, including attracting great attention from academics. Implementing innovative 
teaching methods that promote creative thinking in the classroom is one of the most certain ways to 
realize it. That is because teachers play a significant role in influencing all aspects of education. There is a 
general recognition that creativity cannot easily be taught in traditional didactic teacher-centered classes. 
However, innovative teaching methods can foster creative thinking [6, 7]. Students are a valuable asset 
for schools and countries, and their creativity is indispensable. Without creativity students would not be 
able to achieve deep understanding and scholarly work. Moreover, nurturing creativity would be to meet 
the demands of a new world with ever changing challenges. There are various perspectives on the 
outcomes of creativity. McLellan and Dewey noted that creativity is not only yield as outcomes but also 
regarded as processes of realizing potential and developing abilities in producing a great number of ideas. 
However, the focus of this paper would mainly be on the benefits of a creativity focused environment. 
Some of the specific benefits of fostering creativity for students are elaborated [8, 9]. 
UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT TYPES OF CREATIVITY 
Creativity is a broad construct having different meanings and implications in different disciplines. In 
education, however, it is considered as a general capability that ought to be developed in all children. 
Efforts have been made to examine the creativity of pupils on the other. This creativity basically has two 
constructs, namely fluency and originality. Fluency is measured by counting the number of verbal 
possibilities expressed in response to a task. Originality is the measure of the number of possibilities 
expressed that are rare and unusual. Although in general pupils’ creativity is thought to be a universal 
parameter that reflects a child’s ingenuity, creativity is perceived differently in different cultural contexts. 
For example, in primary science teaching creativity is believed to be an issue with which most children’s 
ability to explain the world around them would be concerned; and is perceived as a process running from 
conformity to originality. It is evident that creativity is a multifaceted construct that might exhibit 
diverse features in different contexts [10, 11]. The diversity of creativity in this context is examined in 
light of relevant literature. Framing questions to be addressed in this examination include the following: 
What different types of creativity can exist? Can pupils’ different kinds of creativity be used to advantage 
in education? Specific emphasis is placed on discovering the ‘typologies’ of creativity discerned in 
educational literature, and on examining how creativity differs in context between the artistic, scientific 
and inventive domains. Drawing on these discussions further questions are posed in the conclusion. These 
seek to uncover how different constituents of creativity teach pupils differently, and what insights 
teachers might gain in understanding how pupils creatively differ so as to accommodate their teaching 
approaches accordingly [12, 8]. 
INNOVATIVE TEACHING STRATEGIES TO FOSTER CREATIVITY 
A variety of teaching methods were used in an online creativity course with graduate students, and 
students were asked to assess how these methods impacted the course and assignment outcomes. As a 
result of the assessments, the course was improved, and the specific teaching techniques found to 
stimulate creativity may encourage other educators to use them in their own contexts. Creativity is now 
recognized as important in online courses, and educators face both challenges and opportunities in 
creatively designing learning environments. Educators are encouraged to explore and implement new 
instructional strategies. The creativity literature can be very helpful for this purpose [13, 14]. A small 
empirical study was conducted in an online graduate course of creativity. A variety of instructional 
strategies intended to stimulate student creativity were employed. These strategies included the use of 
visual stimuli, brainstorming, freewriting, and focusing on the creative process rather than the product. 
Many of these strategies were new to the course instructor. Students’ perceptions of the effectiveness of 
these strategies were assessed using an open-ended questionnaire. Their responses provide insights into 
key factors that contributed to course effectiveness and ideas for enhancing creativity that may stimulate 
others to adopt similar strategies. The students’ comments and the course design changes that resulted 
from these suggestions ranged from the immediate to the long-term. Collectively, these ideas may 
encourage creativity educators to share their own instructional techniques [15, 16]. 
CASE STUDIES AND BEST PRACTICES IN CREATIVE TEACHING 

This section presents case studies and best practices of creative teaching methods in action. It showcases 
real-world examples of innovative teaching approaches that have been successfully implemented in 
educational settings, along with insights from educators who have adopted these methods. These cases 
serve as a source of inspiration for teachers looking to incorporate creative teaching strategies into their 
own classrooms [17, 18]. Gillian Bramwell and colleagues undertook studies of creative teachers carried 
out by a creative teaching research group from the University of Tasmania. They reviewed 20 documents 
representing 15 data sets that involved case studies of creative educators. Participants were selectively 
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recruited for case studies based on evidence of creativity, which they displayed through innovative and 
resourceful practice. In one example from Howard, a second-year Technology Education teacher in a 
school in the north of the state, the concern was a lack of challenging and creative tasks for students. In 
response, a community partnership with a local architecture firm was organized to establish a relevance 
similar to real-world practice and provide opportunities for students to participate in competitions [19, 
20, 21). 
CONCLUSION 
Fostering creativity in the classroom is essential for preparing students to navigate the complexities of 
the modern world. Innovative teaching methods, such as the use of visual stimuli, brainstorming, and 
project-based learning, have proven effective in cultivating creative thinking and problem-solving skills in 
students. The diverse nature of creativity, influenced by various cultural and educational contexts, 
necessitates a flexible and adaptive approach to teaching. By understanding and leveraging different types 
of creativity, educators can create an environment that not only nurtures students’ creative potential but 
also prepares them to contribute meaningfully to society. The case studies and best practices presented in 
this paper underscore the importance of creativity-focused education and provide actionable insights for 
educators seeking to enhance creativity in their classrooms. As the demands of the 21st century continue 
to evolve, so too must our approaches to teaching, with a focus on fostering creativity as a cornerstone of 
educational practice. 
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